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courts, though under the laws of Congress,
varies in the different States. In criminal pro-
ceedings on the part of the United States,
Congress has prescribed the period of limita-
tion as six years.

Certain classes of equitable claims have
been included by a number of States in the
operation of the statute; and where the jur-
isdiction is concurrent with that of a court of
law, the court of equity is generally consider-
ed to be bound by the statute. Statutes lim-
iting the time in which criminal prosecutions
can be commenced are also common.

The types of civil action controlled by sta-
tutory limitation include both real and per-
sonal cases. Under the statute, open and no-
torious adverse possession of land for twenty
years, claiming title against all the world, will
vest absolute title in the occupant. Cases in
which the government is concerned have com-
paratively long periods. Consult Wood's Lim-
itations of Actions.

Limited Liability. In law, this phrase re-
fers to the limitation of a person's liability for
debts and obligations in business. The liability
of stockholders of corporations, and special
members of 'limited partnerships,' is defined
by statute in most of the States. See CORPORA-
TION; PARTNERSHIP.

Limnseus, or Lyranaeus, a genus of pul-
monate Gasteropods, living in fresh water in
all parts of the world, and feeding on vege-
table matter; it includes many of the common
Pond Snails. The shell is thin and pale, cap-
able of containing the whole animal when re-
tracted in danger or buried in the mud during
drought.

Limnanthemum, a genus of aquatic plants
of the buckbean family, with cordate leaves
and beautiful yellowish-white flowers. The
indigenous American species, L. lacunosum
and L. aquaticum, are called 'Floating Heart,*
and are found in ponds.

Limnanthes, a genus of hardy Californian
annual plants, order Geraniacese.

Limoges, capital of the department of
Haute-Vienne, France, on the River Vienne.
Its most imposing building is the Gothic Ca-
thedral of St. Etienne, begun in the i$th cen-
tury and completed in 1851. There are re-
mains of a Roman fountain and amphitheater.
The enamel work for which Limoges was for-
merly celebrated, is now no longer carried on.
The staple industry is the manufacture of
porcelain. Limoges was an important town
under the Romans, and in spite of plagues,
fires, and sieges, from all of which it suffered
severely, 'it is still a place of note. It had its

own mint from the 4th century down to 1837;
p. 98,209.

Limon, Port Limon, or Puerto Limon,
seaport, Costa Rica. Central America, on the
Caribbean Sea. There is an excellent harbor
with good wharfage facilities, and regular
steamship connection with American and Eu-
ropean ports. Exports include coffee, tropical
fruits, rubber, dyewoods, and hats; p.32,278.

Limonia, a genus of tropical Asiatic shrubs
of the natural order Rutaceae.

Limonite, or Brown Hematite, the hy~
drated oxide of iron OFeoO.^H-O), occur-
ring in fibrous, earthly, stalactite mammil-
lary, porous, or concretionary masses, and
often as pseudomorphs formed by weather-
ing of other minerals, such as pyrites or
marcasite; but never in crystalline form. It
is black or hair brown, and the streak or
fine powder is yellow, distinguishing it
from hematite; specific gravity, 3.8, hard-
ness = sJ^. Limonite is formed from the
decomposition or alteration of other min-
erals containing iron, and carries, when
pure, about 60 per cent, of iron. The im-
pure variety is ground for paint, and fur-
nishes the pigments ochre and sienna.

Limpet, a genus of gasteropod molluscs,
familiar objects between tide marks on
rocky coasts. The animals are covered by
a conical shell, with the apex directed slight-
ly forward, and remain firmly fixed when
the tide is out, adhering by the large oval or
circular foot, which acts like a vacuum

Limpets.
sucker on the rock. In the United States,
the name is extended to some allied mol-
luscs, as the Key-Hole Limpet (Fissurella)
and the Slipper Limpet (Crepidula}.
Limpopo, Innampura, Crocodile, or
Oori, a river of South Africa. Rising in the
Magaliesberg, w. of Pretoria, and flowing
n.w. to Marico Drift, it follows a winding
course n.e. and e. separating BecLuanaland
and Rhodesia from the Transvaal. At the